[Where do drugs end up in the environment?].
A large part of harmful substances ending up to the water environment along with wastewaters is derived from consumer chemicals, drugs as well as surface treatment and flame retardant substances. The cocktail blending from them and causing environmental load may cause reproductive disorders to organisms, possibly reflecting to the whole population over a long time. Furthermore, combined effects of the substances are unknown. The consumption of medicines has greatly increased over the past decades, whereby environmental responsibility should be called for both in manufacture and trade by pharmaceutical companies. Consumers should be informed about proper disposal of medicaments.